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Sermon #28
Repentance

God is astounding, magnificent and glorious.
Heisthe great, kind and wise Father.
Heis powerful and protective.

There is none better.
God sends us the best: His Son, the Christ.

Jesus began His earthly ministry with these words:
“Thetimeisfulfilled, and the kingdom of God is at hand.

Repent, and believe in the gospel [good news, glad tidings].”
Mark 1:15

Today, He begins His ministry to each one of us with the same plea.
Repentanceis turning your mind to God and truth,

and choosing to obey.
The good newsisthat the kingdom of God is near, at hand,

within and among you. Itisnot apolitical entity or

religious organization.
The Kingdom of God is obedienceto Christ.
The only way to enter it isto repent and choose to believe Christ.
When you believe, you will follow Christ, and He will lead you in.

Repentance is not just feeling sorry or apologizing.
Nor isit going to church more often.
Nor giving aspecia offering.
Nor making a resolution to be more loving.
Nor giving someone a gift.

True repentanceis aradical, life-changing experience that feels
like death. It isnot an external ritual or confession, but an
internal change of command.
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Repentance is dethroning myself and asking God to sit on the throne
of my heart. It isdeath to the earthly man.
Believing Christ gives birth to the new man.

True repentance usually doesn’t occur until a person looks honestly at
himself and realizes that he has failed in some critical area despite
his best effortsto succeed.

At this moment, the soul isin the spotlight, faced with a critical choice
between life and death, heaven and hell.

It isamoment of truth and opportunity.

A person who goes forward in repentance and yields himself to God
finds an immediate response from God, who lovingly but firmly
takes charge to whatever extent the person allows.

As soon as the person asks God what to do and listens for Hisreply,
God gives him the first step forward to “produce fruit in keeping
with repentance.” Luke 3:8

Often, he will feel that what God istelling him to do isimpossible,
unreasonable and/or unfair.

There may be a great temptation at this point to shrink back into a sense
of familiarity and security rather than go forward in faith that God
knows what is best.

This may be a point of intense pressure and pain, like awoman in
labor. But your new life depends on you enduring and going
through the process. After you do, you will feel great joy!

The words of Christ that many people call the “Beatitudes’ revedl
the essence of repentance and the fulfillment that comes through
obedience to God. {handout}

This chart begins with Jesus’ words in the first column.
The second and third columns describe the essence of repentance,
and the last column tells what rewards will come as you repent and
believe the good news.

Let’ s use the next ten minutes to silently read and prayerfully consider
these things.
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| emphasize to you that the chart is not something to follow
legalistically or try to accomplish through your own efforts;
itis meant to give you an idea of what to expect when you or
someone el se genuinely repents and believes.
{wait 5-10 minutes}

A person who chooses to repent—to return humbly, contritely and
wholeheartedly to his Father—finds a wonderful reception from
Him, like in the parable of the prodigal son.

Hereis how that father received his repentant son:

“But when he {the son} was still agreat way off, his father saw him
and had compassion, and ran and fell on his neck and kissed him.
ZLAnd the son said to him, ‘ Father, | have sinned against heaven and
in your sight, and am no longer worthy to be called your son.” #But
the father said to his servants, ‘ Bring out the best robe and put it on
him, and put aring on his hand and sandals on his feet. And bring
the fatted calf here and kill it, and let us eat and be merry; #for this

my son was dead and is alive again; hewaslost and isfound.’”
Luke 15:20

Thisis how our heavenly Father treats us when we repent.

Thereis great regjoicing in heaven,

and He immediately restores us into loving relationship with Him.
He gives us shelter from worldly slop and degradation and

reestablishes usin His home, His family, His kingdom, His garden.
But He doesn’t force us to come home, and He doesn’t force us to stay.

Genuine repentance turns us toward our home
and to our true heritage as a child of God;

And obedience to Christ’ s guidance, one step at atime,
keeps us securely there.

“I AM theLord your God,

speaking to you through the Spirit of truth.
| doexist. | AM real and alive.
| AM alwaysworking for good.
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You have a choiceto believe Meor not.
If you believe, you will follow; if you don’t, you won’t.
| AM best and My way is best.
Repent from doubt and believe what | say!
TurntoMe: My truth, goodnessand love.
You will never regret it!
| AM true and good. Believein Me.
All horrorson earth are caused by man’sfailure
tolisten to Me and believe what | say.
Repent and believe!”



The Essence of R

“Blessed arethe poor

If you give
this:

4

Religious pride;

And if you
turn to God,
and:

Admit your failures
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epentance and Fulfillment
up

Then your
reward will be:

Life in the Kingdom

other cheek

in spirit, for theirsis | trusting in your own and weaknesses, then | of God, now and for
the Kingdom of efforts to be favored, ask for His mercy, all eternity
Heaven.” ul, rigkt, good forgiveness, guidance

and strength
“Blessed arethose ar -heertedn Express your sorrow, | Loving comfort,
who mourn, for they ial and rep grief and sadness reassurance and
will be comforted.” of grlef peace
“Blessed arethe I‘CI g your Imitate Christ’s Full enjoyment of
meek, for they will ay; &rrogance; gentleness, humility God' s wonderful and
inherit the earth.” striving; exalting and lowliness awesome creation

yoyrsel

“Blessed arethose {sh desires: gr \ Desire and seek to Complete fulfillment
who hunger and oushess, lust fr know God'swill and | of your deepest needs
thirst for ovér others obey it, then follow and desires
righteousness, for as He leads
they will befilled.”
“Blessed arethe B Iarm ;i || Ask Him to forgive Y ou will be shown
merciful, for they will § h an revenge; || and to enableyouto | mercy and favor and
be shown mercy.” i dglng d pinishinyg || forgive; turn the be forgiven.

“Blessed arethe pure
in heart, for they will
seeGod.”

fish motiyes
eming to
yoy want

Devote al you have
and areto Him, to be
given and shared as
He guides

Y ou will see God.

“Blessed arethe
peacemakers, for

irr gupstnf or

Trust Him to provide
for your needs and

You will bea
reflection and

righteousness, for
theirsisthe kingdom
of heaven.”

what you want

confess and follow
Christ and His
teachings.

they will be called bring about perfect expression of God,
sons of God.” justice; be merciful made in His image
and forgiving and likeness
“Blessed arethose Comwmt Let Him guide you A drong, eternal
who ar e per secuted you knon=eright in an | and enable you to personal relationship
because of effort to get or keep stand firm asyou with Chrigt, united

with Him in the
abundant life in the
Kingdom of God




Repentance 160



